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Lorenzo’s Oil  

1. What disease does Lorenzo have? 

 

2. What part of the nervous system does this disease affect? 

 

 

 

3. As you watch the movie, list the symptoms of ALD. 

 

 

 

4. Using your science notebook, draw a normal neuron in the space below.  After several 

months of ALD, draw what the axon of Lorenzo’s neuron most likely looks like below the 

normal neuron sketch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How did Lorenzo get this disease?  Why don’t either of his parents have it? 

 

 

6. What are fatty acids?  What kind of fatty acids is Lorenzo’s body unable to metabolize 

(break down)? 
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7. Redraw Augusto’s sink model and explain how it represents what is happening in 

Lorenzo’s body. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What is the name of the first substance that actually starts to lower Lorenzo’s fatty acid 

levels? 

 

 

9. Describe the meaning of the paper clips Augusto used in the library. 

 

 

 

10. Why does Aunt Dee put the combination of oils on her salad at the same time Lorenzo is 

fed the same oils? 

 

 

11. What happens to both Aunt Dee’s and Lorenzo’s fatty acid blood levels after consuming 

oleic-erucic oils for a month? 

 

 

12. Is Lorenzo ever able to communicate with his family again?  If so, how? 

 


